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TeerHoNE: 2221974

PUBLIC STATEMFNT

The 3974 bug-fare hike has brought about much hardship to the gemeral public
in Singapore, especially the lower income group. &s if this is not enough, phe
SBS has egain announce anoiher bus-fare hike to be implemented on the 1st of
July '78. ks speculated, this will result in greater hardship on the liveli-
hood of thousands of people whe depend on bus as their only means of transpor-
tation. For many of us who travel to work, We may hhve to pay as much as 20
to 4Og more per day of $6 to §$12 per month, For those who have to change bus
it could easily add up to 60¢ per day or $18 per month, not forgetting that
the present wus-fare rate is already high cnough. Students, too, have to pay
an extra $§2 for their monthly secason ticketse

SB8S's REASONS

We agree that bus workers should be given better pay and working conditions.
But the bus company should not use this as an excuse for increasing bus-far
A more equitable fare structure is also uwcnecessary, considering the @ard-
ship it will bring to the people. The important question to consider is not
whether the fare structurc is equitable or not for people still have t.u pay
more for their bus-fare

The buying of new busss will actually bring about more profits to the SES.
As such, it is extremely unfair to make the public pay for the papital
infrastructure of the company. Investment as such should be put in by :ike
company and its share holders who are entiited to the profits made, NOT

the general commuting public,

An o0il price increase (if any) in the near future is not going to affect
the SBS alone, It will also give rise to increase in prices of other commodi-
ties. A bus-fare hike now, thus, wounld bring about more severe difficulties
to the people in times to come.

IHE UNTION!s STAND

Singapore Polytechnic Students® Union views that the bus~fare tncrease on the
1st of July is unjustifiable and unnecessary, considering the adverse reperc-
sion it wiil result on the peoplefs livelihcod, especially for the poorer on
who earn a mere $100 to $40C per month. Bus transport is an esscntial service
Therefore, it should not be of a profiteering nature, in order that it ¢
truly be a service to the people.

PROTEST AGAINST THE BUS~FARE INCREASE

‘'he Umion is now organising a campaizn to protest against the bus-fare in-
crease, A few surveys had already been carried out to umerstand more about
the people's feelings towards the bus~fare hike, the ovsrwhelming response
from the public tewards the survey has put the campaigl into an encouraging
stance.

On the 26th and 27th of June, the Union will organise student teams to collet
signatories from the general public in a petition *0 the Ministry of Communir
cation to appeal for the cancellation of the bus- are hike, ,

We also urge all members of the public to attend a "Anti Bus-fare Hike" Forslt
%0 be held on the 28th of June at SPSU Union Heuse, 6.30pm. Representatives
from the Ministry of Gommunication and the SBS Managing Director will be ime
vited to this public Forum. ,

P ease give us your suggesticas and opiniors by contacting us at the above
address and telephone number.

We look forward towards your co-operatioa and support,
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